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Empty promises 
a starting point
With his announcement this Weekend of 
a rollback of postsecondary tuition fees to 2001 
levels, Liberal leader kevin taft provided yet another 
example in the ever-growing list of promises made 
by politicians that they have absolutely no intention 
of keeping.

this isn’t to say that taft doesn’t believe that 
tuition rates are too high or that his plan is noth-
ing more than an empty campaign promise—this 
isn’t the federal Grits vowing to rid us of the strange 
and vicious beast ravaging the countryside (and by 
“countryside,” i of course mean “wallets and pockets 
of hard-working, middle-class canadians”) known 
only as the Goods and services tax. in fact, i think 
taft’s plan is pretty solid—sure, tuition is still going 
to be too bloody high, but at least the arrow will be 
pointing down for once.

and it’s a definite step up from the plans laid 
out by the conservatives, which i can only assume 
were eaten by Premier ed stelmach’s three-legged 
basset hound named Zeke, because it doesn’t exist. 
in my almost four years in university, the only 
move they’ve made to do anything with regard to 
the cost of postsecondary education was to freeze 
it for a couple years while they studied the issue, 
then decide that tuition increases should be tied to 
cPi like almost everything else in the province. if 
that constitutes a plan, then a video of dad driving 
around in a riding lawnmower constitutes internet 
fetish porn.

But as much as i respect the Liberal party for vocal-
izing their plans for postsecondary education and 
pressuring the conservatives to match them, the fact 
remains that taft knows he’s making promises that, 
no matter how much he wants to, he’ll never be able 
to keep.

stelmach has bungled his way through his first 
14 months in office with nary a plan nor direc-
tion for the future—though there have been plenty 
of PR snafus—and lacks the natural charisma that 
allowed Ralph klein to remain popular after drunk-
enly throwing money at the homeless, throwing 
a proposal at a Legislative page, taunting Belinda 
stronach, and generally pissing off nine and a half of 
canada’s provinces (the other half voted for  
him).

But despite the missteps that he’s made in his 
first year as premier, he’s still not going to lose this 
election. to do so, his party would have to lose a 
minimum of 20 seats, and even then, he’d probably 
form a minority government. it’s just not going to 
happen.

and i think that, deep down, kevin taft knows 
it too. he knows that his party isn’t going to win 
the election yet—they’ll need four more years of 
stelmach doing his best impression of all three 
stooges on 109 street for that to happen. and that 
gives him the liberty to announce these grandiose, 
large-scale plans without having to logistically figure 
out how to make it work. instead, he can sit back 
and benefit off of the goodwill that his announce-
ment will bring from the thousands of students in 
the province and the added exposure and publicity 
that has resulted.

albertans may not be ready to get rid of the 
tories just yet, but they’re becoming more will-
ing to listen to alternative ideas and think critically 
about their government. so even though taft may 
be aware that he’ll never have to fulfill any of his 
campaign promises from this year, making them 
gives his voters something they can show to their 
future conservative overlords and use as leverage to 
demand something more than the nothing they’re 
getting now.

paul Owen
Managing Editor
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Bridge the only option 
currently available

(Re: “Bridge over troubled traf-
fic only increases congestion,” 26 
February) First off, I’d just like to 
say that I’m not at all opposed to 
criticizing the status quo and those 
in a position of authority—in fact, 
I’m all for it—but your article isn’t 
much more than a whiny, preten-
tious rant about, well, I’m not sure 
what exactly. Pipes, plumbers and 
bridges and shit. But I digress.

You’re right about one thing in 
your article: pipes get clogged and 
roads get congested. Is the solu-
tion to stop using running water and 
stop driving vehicles? I certainly 
don’t think so. Your article advo-
cates making streets narrower and 
adding a carpool lane to encourage 
the use of Edmonton’s stellar public 
transit system. Yeah, because that’s 
realistic. The reason that Edmonton 
is dependent on cars is the lack of 
a viable alternative. Our transit 
system sucks, especially compared 
to the “bigger and better cities” that 
you referred to in the article. I’m 
assuming that you’re referring to 
cities like New York, London and 
Toronto, which all have efficient and 
reliable passenger train systems.

As your article mentions, the 
transportation department report 
recognizes that a bridge is a stop 
gap solution. The real, long term 
solution to traffic jams and our 
city’s car dependence is improved 

public transit and that’s already 
underway in the form of the South 
Campus LRT expansion. You fail 
to mention in your article that the 
transportation department that 
you’re highly critical of has also pro-
posed a $5 billion LRT expansion 
for south, northwest, and northeast 
Edmonton that will eventually reach 
the International Airport, St Albert, 
and Fort Saskatchewan.

An ambitious LRT expansion like 
the one proposed won’t happen 
overnight. An optimistic estimate 
is that it will take at least ten years 
for the lines to reach the outskirts 
of the city. In the meantime, some-
thing has to be done to alleviate 
northbound traffic across the river. 
And until you can offer me a solu-
tion that’s more compelling then a 
high-occupancy vehicle lane, the 
only option is to build a new bridge.

Ty peTersOn
Arts V
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Lunch no longer safe
Where did they all go?
two-bite brownies half-eaten.
now they’re one-bite treats!

naTalie Climenhaga
Senior News Editor

ANdrEA FohT

The end of the Cold War 
is nigh at last
As you may know, there’s a 
Chinese proverb that runs, “may 
you be cursed to live in interest-
ing times.” And if one is ever to be 
so cursed, then now, in surely the 
most interesting of all the times 
that comprise the latter half of the 
twentieth century, is the time to 
be so afflicted.

Specifically, I focus on the his-
torical changes occurring in the 
Soviet Union, and in particular 
on the epoch-making announce-
ments of 6 February that indi-
cate multiparty elections are to 
be held. This announcement, in 
one sweeping stroke, effectively 
limits the range, power, and 
scope of the greatest totalitar-
ian regime the world has ever  
known.

Now, whether you have a 
cold warrior who envisions the 
current changes and resulting 
unrest as “the most evil and das-
tardly commie plot of all time,” 
or whether you’re a dove who 
believes that the party boys 
“were really nice guys all along, 
we just didn’t know it before,” 
it’s to your advantage to begin 
paying focused attention to 
these new developments; there 
are more changes coming, and 

to hold a balanced view of events 
and realize their importance to 
the future of the global village we 
share is the key to seeing the true 
nature of history—a history we 
are a part of despite our relevant 
opinions.

It’s interesting to note that, 
were you to mention the possibil-
ity of multi-party elections (read 
the communists actually deciding 
to give up some of their power) 
thirty-five years ago, the plague 
of McCarthyism would have been 
upon you.

Regardless, for all the dramatic 
changes to have happened in the 
past year alone without either 
Gorbachev being involved in a 
tragic motor accident outside 
Moscow,  civil war, Gorbachev at 
last resigning due to the immov-
ability of the Soviet power struc-
ture to accept change, however 
small, or Gorby not being seen in 
public for ten months is almost a 
wonder in itself, and as a result 
merits the closest and most ratio-
nal of observational skills that 
we possess if one wishes to truly 
understand the significance of 
the changes—both to us and the 
Soviet people—as we continue 
to live in a period of time which 
seemed unlikely even five years 
ago.

To live in interesting times, 
indeed.

ray suChOw
13 February, 1990
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