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get a FREE
SPC card.

$2995 come in today or call
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Students, come in for your tax preparation and get 
instant cash back in just one visit.
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In 2007, 21-year-old 
Tyler Bradt set a new 
world record by surviv-
ing a 107-foot freefall 
down Alexandra Falls 
in NWT in a kayak. He 
stuck the landing with-
out even flipping, and 
paddled to safety.

If you like adventure, 
but not quite that 
much of it, come by a 
sports meeting at 4pm 
Tuesdays in 3-04 SUB. 
It’s as much fun, but 
considerably less wet.

ART & BOOKS
see harrylippert.com
and ingridbarillot.com
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With so much money—not to men-
tion playoff hopes—on the line, you’d 
think that the NHL trading frenzy that 
precedes the deadline would be really 
exciting. This year, however, big deals 
were few and far between.

Mike Kendrick

I didn’t expect much out of this year’s 
trade season, and looking at the results 
of Tuesday’s trading block madness, it 
would seem that the league lived up to 
my expectations perfectly.

While I anticipated that Toronto 
would make a few big moves after 
finally canning their former buffoon of 
a GM, John Ferguson Jr, all they really 
ended up with was a few extra draft 
picks at the expense of liquidating their 

roster’s trash talent. Credit to the fran-
chise for looking towards the future, 
but it’s not much of a vote of confidence 
towards an aging Mats Sundin, who’s 
pledged his loyalty to the Leafs for the 
few years he’s got left in his tank.

Earlier in the trade season, Alberta’s 
teams only managed a combined 
two moves. Calgary hardly needs 
the extra defence they grabbed for a 
third-round pick, and Dick Tarnstrom 
might as well have gone to waivers 
for the impact he’s left with the Oil 
this year. Yet poor Rollie the Goalie 
finds himself stuffed into the endless 
rotation of second-string goaltenders 
that’s been previously occupied by 
such superstars as Ty Conklin and Jussi 
Markanen. And don’t tell me that the 
Flames are really going to rely on Cujo 
when Mikka Kipprusoff breaks his hip 
in the Western Conference final. If he 
wasn’t good enough for anything more 
than third on the 2002 Olympic team, 
I can’t see that much has changed for 
the better since then.

All in all, I’m less than impressed 
with the 2008 trades. Where past years 
have delivered an exciting market of 

hubbub and activity, for the most part, 
this year only gave us a few low-key 
moves with one or two big names 
thrown into the mix.

 

Matt Pretty

The biggest blockbuster this year was 
definitely the Marian Hossa trade. 
Atlanta GM Don Waddell swapped 
Hossa and low-line forward Pascal 
Dupuis for four players 25 or younger, 
two of whom—forwards Colby 
Armstrong and Erik Christensen—can 
step right on to Atlanta’s roster and 
make an impact.

Highly touted prospect Angelo 
Esposito also heads to Atlanta. A steal 
of a draft choice at 20th overall in the 
2007 entry draft, he should make the 
NHL in the near future and will pro-
vide a capable secondary scoring pres-
ence for sniper Ilya Kovalchuk. The 
Thrashers also get a first-round pick 
in this year’s entry draft—widely con-
sidered one of the deepest in recent 
memory. Considering Atlanta might 
have lost Hossa in exchange for noth-
ing come July first, Waddell did a great 

job solidifying Atlanta’s future by trad-
ing Hossa while he still had value.

Don’t think Pittsburgh got fleeced in 
this deal, though—Hossa will add more 
scoring punch to a potent Pittsburgh 
lineup that already includes skilled 
players such as Evgeni Malkin and the 
injured Sidney Crosby, and their power 
play ought to be especially lethal now. 
If Hossa re-signs with Pittsburgh after 
this season, the Penguins will get even 
more out of this deal.

As it is, both teams benefited from this 
trade—Atlanta secured their future, and 
Pittsburgh gained even more offence for 
their 2008 playoff run. 

Nick Frost

As they approached the 2008 ver-
sion of the NHL’s trade deadline, the 
Montreal Canadiens sat a mere four 
points out of first place in an extremely 
close Eastern Conference horse race. 
GM Bob Gainey had stated that the 
Habs were going to be buyers and that 
he was going to do everything in his 
power to bring a top-six forward to 
la belle province to help out the likes 

of Saku Koivu and Alexei Kovalev for 
the Canadiens’ upcoming postseason 
run. For weeks, we had heard rum-
blings that the Habs might be acquir-
ing Marian Hossa or Alex Tanguay as 
potential centrepieces to help them 
shake off the shackles of mediocrity, 
lead them to the 25th Stanley Cup in 
franchise history, and return them to 
the upper echelon of the NHL.

But instead, they went and traded 
their starting goaltender.

The reaction to the news that 
Montreal had traded Cristobal Huet 
to the Washington Capitals by fans 
of the Rouge et Bleu was not anger, 
but utter confusion. Instead of riding 
a playoff-tested goaltender into post-
season battle against a smorgasbord of 
strong opponents, they decided to rest 
their weight and playoff hopes on the 
shoulders of 20-year-old rookie Carey 
Price. Price has looked strong this 
season, given his inexperience, as the 
Habs’ second goaltending option, but 
nothing he’s done demonstrates to me 
that he was ready to lead the team to 
anything more than a first-round exit. 
That trade was a clear mistake.

Monday’s NHL trade deadline moves bore the pants off of us


