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Morin: There are two important issues 
facing students: one is the general cost 
of an education, not just the tuition 
cost. That includes rent increases, that 
includes general rent if you are a stu-
dent outside of the residences, that 
includes academic material costs, and 
we need to employ strategic advocacy 
to meet these needs. That advocacy 
has to be focused at all levels of gov-
ernment and has to be a consistent 
message put forward by the Students’ 
Union, but also works to ensure goals 
that are mutually beneficial with our 
partners and allies. The second most 
important thing that our students 
are facing is a disengagement from 
campus. We need to combat that by 
providing students with the space, the 
resources, and the communication 
that they need to effectively engage in 
their education and in their extracur-
ricular activities.

Samuel: The second-largest issue 
facing undergraduates at the Univ- 
ersity of Alberta is the quality of 
postsecondary education. As it stands 
right now, we’re seeing jurisdictions 
in other nations such as the United 
Kingdom and Australia outline key 
performance indicators and outline 
minimizations in terms of the quality, 
especially with emphasis on teaching 
at the university. Although our uni-
versity has two purposes—research 
and teaching—    we are research-
intensive and not teaching-intensive. 
One of the things that I want to do 
is to restore that balance and ensure 
that teaching is weighted equally 

with research, and one of my plans is 
to offer financial incentives for pro-
fessors to take teaching seminars so 
that they are able to get the education 
that they need so that undergraduates 
are able to get the quality of educa-
tion that they need.

Tibbo: I’d say that the primary issue 
for students now is the Students’ Union 
itself and how we don’t actually por-
tray our ideas or what we do. The 
students will see candidates during 
election time, and then that’s it. That’s 
the primary reason why students don’t 
vote. They have no idea what we do, 
and they think that we’re useless seats 
to be filled, which I think we need to 
convey that it is not.

3What qualifications enable 
you to be an effective student  

advocate?

Miller: The one-word answer to that 
is “leadership.” I have an aggressive 
and diversified campaign developed 
to help unite our student body. That 
campaign is going to require encour-
aging students to choose activism as a 
way to enhance their university expe-
rience and as a means of supporting 
their Students’ Union. First and fore-
most, I want to hold a series of rallies 
and protests focused on reforming 
tuition policy in Alberta. These pro-
tests would be held once a month for 
every month when students aren’t 
writing finals. This allows myself, as 
president, to be much more acces-
sible and visible to the students on 

campus. For the five years I’ve been 
here as a student at the University of 
Alberta, I’ve watched the Students’ 
Union struggle to make changes 
with the government without the 
support of the student body, and as 
a student, I am deeply connected to 
the issues because I’ve been living 
them. I haven’t been formed into 
the kind of bureaucrat that the lack 
of student support requires within 
the Students’ Union Executive, and 
as such, I intend to focus my inten-
tions on gathering support from the 
students for the students.

Morin: As the current director of 
Student Group Services, I work with 
over 350 student groups, and I have 
a great deal of past leadership expe-
rience, including an executive posi-
tion with the Lister Hall Students’ 
Association. These positions have 
given me the most insight into stu-
dent needs and concerns. I also have 
the most effective experience dealing 
with the University and advocating on 
behalf of students, as evidenced by my 
work on the rent increase debates and 
on the food issues on campus.

Samuel: I am a former president 
of the University of Alberta Science 
Undergraduates’ Society. During 
that time, one of the things I really 
took pride in is being an academic 
advocate and actually advocating 
for students in terms of the quality 
of their education. I spent a year as 
Vice-President (Academic), and I’ve 
seen my initiatives grow and become  

successful. Things such as the 
Canadian Roundtable on Academic 
Materials, where we had discussions 
with the publishers, bookstores, and 
student associations from across the 
nation to discuss how we can reduce 
textbook costs, from advocating to 
the University to restore the quality 
of teaching, especially with regards 
to student evaluations to ensure that 
they properly measure teaching with 
community service learning and 
seeing that program bridge more 
with the Students’ Union and having 
Students’ Union services partner with 
community service center. 

I have a strong history of leadership 
in the Students’ Union, especially as 
Vice-President (Academic), and I 
think this experience of being a prior 
executive really will help me to hit 
the ground running when May 1st 
comes around so that we don’t spend 
time on the learning curve, but we 
spend time doing what matters most, 
and that is actually getting results for 
students.

Tibbo: Even though I haven’t been 
involved in the Students’ Union 
or other political organization, I 
know there are a lot of things in the 
University that are very inappropri-
ate. For example, a friend of mine’s 
mom died, and she actually had to 
pay $50 for deferred exams, which, 
to me, is absolutely disgusting. In 
terms of qualifications, I think you 
just need good morals, and a good 
sense of right and wrong, and I think 
I have that.

4Are there any specific SU ser-
vices or business that you think 

are underperforming and need to be 
reformed in some way?

Miller: Personally, I believe that the 
Powerplant is underperforming. It 
was underperforming as a bar due to 
poor management. As I said before, 
the degradation of the quality of ser-
vice and the quality of the food that 
was there made it a place that wasn’t 
appealing to go to. I like the direc-
tion that the Students’ Union has 
taken the Powerplant in, now that 
students are uninterested in using it 
as a bar. I would like to see that facil-
ity more accessible as a study space 
for students and especially as a space 
that would be affordable for student 
groups on campus. As it stands, the 
Students’ Union doesn’t offer enough 
affordable space for students groups 
to hold events, especially when they 
have been newly formed. With a small 
budget and not a very large subscrip-
tion, student groups have a hard time 
acquiring space in order to gain the 
momentum that their group requires.

Morin: I think that the Powerplant 
as a venue has been underutilized. 
We need to ensure students are able 
to effectively use it by expanding 
Dewey’s and merging it with CUE, 
by provided usable student study 
space, and by making it a bookable 
venue for student initiatives. We also 

need to ensure that the University is 
shouldering its share of the financial 
responsibility for services that the 
Students’ Union is currently provid-
ing. A good example is our Student 
Group Services, where the University 
is providing less monetary and spatial 
support than it needs to be provid-
ing, and ECOS, where we have an  
excellent opportunity to work with 
the University to pursue a more envi-
ronmentally sustainable campus.

Samuel: One of the services that 
has a large amount of untapped 
potential is student groups. Student 
groups contribute a lot to facilitat-
ing student life. Most of the students 
whom I come into regular contact 
with are involved with one or more 
student groups. I think there is a 
large amount of untapped potential 
there in order to revive our student 
life on campus and engage students 
on our campus in terms of making 
campus a lot more fun. By engag-
ing through student groups, we can 
create a vibrant life, and I feel that 
we can offer student groups more 
support through opening up the 
advocacy, marketing, and accounting 
departments to get the infrastructure 
and support that they need in order 
to accomplish their goals. The second 
thing will be to actually increase the 
amount of funds that we give to stu-
dent groups through granting process 
and removing those restrictions so 
that student groups are able to have 
the freedom to spend that money in 
order to accomplish their goals.

Sheldon Tibbo: One of my ideas is a 
Students’ Union audit, which basi-
cally ensures that if services are not 
being utilized properly, they will go. 
It sounds cruel, but if a service isn’t 
being used and is wasting time and 
money, why have it? If people don’t 
know about it, that is another part of 
the problem, and I think we should 
put that information out there. 

5How would you survive a zombie 
apocalypse?

Miller: I would immediately contact 
my brothers and friends and we would 
get in my brother’s truck, gather as 
many weapons as we can, and bunker 
down in our small cabin. That is the 
question that everyone considers. 
Every guy I know has a zombie plan. 
Find whoever is alive, find whatever 
weapons are available, and fight for 
survival.

Morin: I wouldn’t take any chances. I 
would lure them to Lister and let the 
food finish them off.

Samuel: Basically, I would hole myself 
up in a bar, and hopefully, none of 
them would find me.

Tibbo: That’s a tough one; I’ve never 
really experienced that before. I think 
I’d follow the movie 28 Weeks Later 
and just run from the zombies and 
blast them with shotguns.

“When our executives 
represent an absent 
body, their demands are 
reduced to appeals, and 
the government and 
the Board of Governors 
don’t need to implement 
any of these ideas 
because the demands 
remain empty.”

Dustin miller

“Tuition is the largest 
single cost that 
undergraduates will 
encounter during 
their postsecondary 
education, and it 
makes sense, in order 
to address affordability, 
to reduce tuition.”
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HAND GeStUReS eQUAL VoteS (L to R) Presidential candidates Janelle Morin, Bobby Samuel, Sheldon Tibbo, and Dustin Miller field questions at Monday night’s all-candidates’ forum at Lister hall.
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