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When the Pandas hockey team gets to nationals, 
they won’t be facing many surprises. Alberta is in 
the same pool as their longtime rivals the Wilfrid 
Laurier Golden Hawks and, if they can get past 
them, will likely face the McGill Martlets in a 
repeat of last year’s national final.

The Pandas play their first game on Friday 
against the University of Ottawa Gee-Gees, the 
tournament hosts. As the second seed, the Pandas 
are clear favourites to win that match up—the 
Gee-Gees finished second in the OUA and 
wouldn’t otherwise have qualified for nation-
als; while the Pandas took home the Canada 
West banner two weeks ago. Nonetheless, 
fourth-year Pandas forward Jen Newton knows 
the game won’t be a cakewalk.

“I’m expecting it to be a pretty tight game, 
especially because it’s our first game at nationals, 
it’s probably going to be a little nerve-wracking,” 
she said. “So we’re probably going to keep things 
pretty simple. I’m just expecting to stick to our 
game plan and just go from there.”

That game plan is fairly straightforward; as a 
team, they have a particularly strong offence and 
like to spread scoring around—Alberta has six of 
the top eight scorers in Canada West.

“Offence has been a strength for us, being able 
to put the puck away, especially in the last couple 
of months here,” head coach Howie Draper said. 
“I think we’re a team that has had to rely on our 
tenacity to create opportunities and pressure 
other teams on the forecheck, getting the puck 
in deep. We’re very successful when we can keep 
the puck low, so we’ll be trying to do that a lot.”

Win or lose against Ottawa, the Pandas will 
play Laurier in their second game, and they 
expect it to be something of a grudge match. 
The two teams have played each other in every 
national tournament for the past three years. 
In 2005, the Hawks ended Alberta’s 110-game 
winning streak to take home gold; the Pandas 
in turn beat Laurier in the final the next year.

“We have a pretty storied history with Laurier; 
we don’t really like each other very much, so 
there’s always something on the line when we 
play,” Newton said. “It’s always intense. I can’t 
look at five-dollar bills the same—the one that 
Laurier’s on. We always look at them and go 
‘ugh’ and crumple it up.”

The two teams most recently met in an exhibi-
tion game over the Christmas break, which the 
Pandas lost 3–2. As such, the Pandas have a good 
idea of what to expect from their second game.

“They’re a really fast-paced team, so we know 
we have to pick up our tempo,” said Alberta for-
ward Alana Cabana, Canada West Rookie of the 
Year. “We know we have to jump to support and 
make sure we’re there for our teammates. If we 

don’t do that, then we’re in trouble.”
Still, Draper has little doubt that his athletes 

will be able to do better against the Hawks this 
time around.

“They’re a very strong team, and they’re 
very skilled and very fast, so they’re obviously 
going to present a big challenge to us,” he said. 
“However, I certainly feel that they haven’t seen 
our best, and with the fact that I don’t feel we 
were where we are right now and we were still 
3–2 in that game, I’m confident that if we can put 
everything together and focus on our strengths, 
[...] we can be successful.”

Probably the most anticipated game of the 
whole tournament, however, is the possible 
matchup between McGill and Alberta, the first- 
and second-ranked teams in the country respec-
tively. The Martlets went undefeated in the 
regular season, and Draper relishes the chance 
to play them again. After beating them in last 
year’s national final, the Pandas beat the Martlets 
2–1 in a shootout in a non-conference game in 
December.

“I don’t think there’s any question that we’re 
going to see them in the final,” Draper said. 
“They’re an outstanding team. It’d be nice; you 
really haven’t won a championship—you really 
haven’t won anything—unless you can say that 
you’ve beaten the best, and I think that they are, 
along with us and Wilfrid Laurier, among the 
top three teams in the league. We want to win 
both of those games, and then we can say that 
we’re national champions.”

 All games will be webcast at www.ssncanada.
ca, and the gold-medal game, which will take 
place at 7pm EST on Monday, will be televised 
on the Score.

Puck Pandas up against same 
old crowd at championships
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This year’s women’ hockey nationals in Ottawa will give Alberta a chance to nurse grudges and 
renew playoff rivalries as they face off against longstanding playoff foes like Laurier and McGill
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EDGE of thEiR SEAtS Though the Pandas beat Manitoba to earn the Canada west banner, both teams will have a chance to play for gold at nationals.

The Golden Hawks, 
OUA champions five 
years in a row, enter 
CIS nationals on a hot 
streak. Coming off a 
five-game winning 
streak and going unde-

feated in the playoffs, the Hawks’ main threat will 
be their speed and endurance.

Goaltenders Liz Knox and Morgan Wielgosz 
have allowed only 24 goals against in 27 regular 
season games, the Hawks boast 10 shutouts this 
season. In addition, the Laurier offence continued 
their stellar play, netting 97 goals for the season, 
good enough for third-best in Canada.

—Lauren Millet, the Cord Weekly

The top-seeded team for the 2008 
CIS championships, this may be 
the year that the McGill Martlets 
claim a title. They one loss, against 
Alberta, out of a total of 34 games 
regulation and exhibition games. 

Goaltender Charline Labonté and defender 
Cathy Chartrand are national team members,  
with Labonté having had a hand in Canada’s 
Olympic gold in 2006; rearguard Catherine Ward 
is also a Canadian national under-22 player. With 
a strong track record and experienced players, 
the Martlets may have just the right ingredients 
to bring home the gold.

—Rosie Aiello, the McGill Daily

The Gee-Gees are 
hoping to improve their 
showing as the host 
team in this year’s CIS 
women’s hockey cham-
pionship. Last year, the 

Gee-Gees finished with an 0-3 record and a last-
place spot in the tournament.

Goalies Jessika Audet and Melissa DiPetta both 
need to continue their strong play from the regu-
lar season. Audet posted a .914 save percentage, 
while DiPetta was not far behind with .909.

Kim Kerr, who leads scoring, finished the year 
with eight goals and four assists, and  Kayla Hottot 
had six goals and no assists. The Gee-Gees will 
need to try to spread the offence around.

If all these elements come together, Ottawa 
could genuinely compete in the championships, 
but they remain very much a long shot.

—David McClelland, the Fulcrum

The St Francis Xavier 
X-Women hockey team, 
coming off their seventh 
AUS title, head to the CIS 
championship with the 
hopes of capturing the first-

ever medal for the Atlantic conference. St FX 
finished a 23-0-0 record in regular season and 
playoff action.

The X-Women have a lot of firepower up front, 
led by AUS Player of the Year and CIS leading 
scorer Brayden Ferguson. 

The X-Women are an experienced team, with 
the majority of players in at least their third year of 
eligibility. More importantly, many of the athletes 
have national playoff experience and are hungry 
to come away with a medal.

—Matt Skube, the Xaverian Weekly

Seeded fifth, the University 
of Manitoba Bisons could be 
this year’s dark horse to win 
it all. After a bronze-medal 
showing at last year’s nation-

als, the Bisons have played at an even higher level 
this year, even handing the Pandas one of only 
three losses this year.

Goaltender Stacey Corfield—a first-team 
Canada West all-star—has been solid all season 
long, playing in 20 of 24 regular season games and 
all four playoff games. During the regular season, 
Corfield led the conference in games played (20), 
goals-against average (1.55), wins (14), save per-
centage (.927), and shut-outs (4). 

—Romer Bautista, the Manitoban


