
23The Gateway      volume xcviii number 38 Sports

file Photo: lauren stieglitz

PIVOT FOR THE POINT Derek Ryan and the rest of the Bears beat Manitoba last weekend and now play the Huskies.

Robin Collum
Sports Editor

Anyone attending this weekend’s 
Canada West men’s hockey finals this 
weekend could probably be forgiven for 
feeling a sense of déjà vu as they watch 
the Bears take on the Saskatchwan 
Huskies for the conference banner.

The two teams have a long history 
of high-level competition: this the 
seventh time in a row that Alberta and 
Saskatchewan have met in the Canada 
West final and the eleventh time in 
twelve seasons. Last year, the Huskies 
broke the Bears’ five-year winning 
streak by notching two come-from-
behind victories at the Drake to bring 
the banner home to Saskatoon.

“They’ve been our rivals ever since 
I’ve been here at least,” fifth-year 
Alberta forward Tim Krymusa said. 
“We know we’re going to get their 
best game, and for us to be successful, 
we’ll have to bring our best game.”

According to Krymusa, the com-
petition been the two teams has been 
especially intense since 2005, when the 

Bears beat the Huskies in overtime at 
Rexall Place to take the national title. 

“From that point on, things have 
really been heated,” he said. “It’s been 
a great rivalry, and we love to beat 
them. I know they [would] probably 
love to beat us, but hopefully we can 
come out on top this weekend.”

The Bears are 4–0 against the 
Huskies in the regular season this 
year, but the matchup isn’t as lopsided 
as that record would seem to indicate. 
Three of those games were decided by 
one goal; the fourth saw Alberta win 
by two with an empty-netter.

“The teams are just so evenly 
matched,” Alberta head coach Eric 
Thurston said. “Because of last year 
and how tight things were—and 
[that] there’s no shootout—it’s going 
to be, as usual, a one-goal game [...] 
and obviously very physical. I just 
hope the overtimes, if they do go, 
don’t go triple or quadruple.”

Unlike some previous years, a 
nationals berth isn’t on the line for 
either team this year. Both teams 
have already qualified for CIS cham-

pionships in Moncton—the Bears by 
beating Manitoba last weekend, and 
the Huskies by virtue of a sweep over 
Calgary. This series will only decide 
the Canada West winner and seeding 
into the championships. Still, Thurston 
says the pressure isn’t any less than if 
they were facing elimination.

“I think Canada West is certainly 
very important, and it’s a real feather 
for the guys’ cap, and they also have a 
lot of pride in the program,” he said. 
“On one side, you say, ‘Well, both 
teams are going,’ but once that puck is 
dropped, that is absolutely forgotten. 
It’s going to be a really tight-checking, 
passionate, and emotional series.”

“Obviously there’s a lot on the line,” 
rookie Bears forward Derek Ryan 
agreed. “It’s a good rivalry, and there’ll 
be a lot of emotion to go with it.

“Seeding going into nationals is a 
huge deal, and we want to give our-
selves the best chance to go into nation-
als and win gold. I think this weekend 
has everything to do with how the rest 
of our season’s going to play out, so 
we’re not going to take it lightly at all.”

Tara Reid
Intercamp (Grant MacEwan)

EDMONTON—Almost four months 
after Grant MacEwan College ath-
letic director Mark Mahl was placed 
on administrative leave, the college 
has terminated his contract without 
cause.

“It’s really hard to swallow when 
they say, ‘We’re going to put your life 
on hold and in turmoil for the past 15 
weeks,’ then essentially say that there 
are no allegations regarding the inves-
tigation, but we’re going to get rid of 
you anyways,” Mahl said.

College spokesman David Beharry 
confirmed that Mahl no longer an 
employee of MacEwan, but said that 
the college wouldn’t be making any 
other comment on the situation.

Mahl was placed on administrative 
leave on 1 November and was told 
only that an investigation into admin-
istrative procedures was pending.

 He was sent home, and he said that 

he heard nothing from the college for 
six weeks.

Mahl was then brought in for a 
fact-finding interview by an indepen-
dent accounting firm representing the 
auditor general, who was conducting 
the investigation. Mahl said he was 
never told exactly what they were 
looking for, but none of the questions 
gave him any cause for alarm.

“There was not even a hand-slap-
per in these,” he said. “It was abso-
lutely ridiculous, the questions they 
asked me.”

Following that interview, Mahl 
was again sent home and did not 
hear anything for nine weeks. On 
21 February, he was called in for a 
meeting with the human resources 
department and Vice-President of 
Student Services Cathryn Heslep.

“It was a five-minute discussion, 
basically saying that they’re not alleg-
ing I did anything wrong, but they 
are terminating me without cause. 
So I asked what that meant and was 

not told,” Mahl said. He said he was 
offered a severance package, and is 
considering his next step.

 This hasn’t been the only contro-
versy facing the MacEwan athletics 
department this year.

In a separate issue, Mahl was also 
frustrated with the college’s han-
dling of an Alberta Colleges Athletic 
Conference investigation into the 
purchase of hockey skates for mem-
bers of the men’s hockey team. In a 
ruling handed down 7 February, the 
commissioner found that the provi-
sion of skates to four players consti-
tuted an illegal gift under the ACAC 
operating code.

Mahl disputes not only the decision, 
but the basic facts of the case as rep-
resented in the report: the number of 
players involved, the fact that players 
had done fundraising for the team, 
and the portion of the budget with 
which the skates were purchased. He 
is trying to get the ACAC to revisit the 
decision.
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