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Three Viewings
Runs 13–30 March
Directed by John Hudson and Wayne 
Paquette
Starring Davina Stewart, Dave Clarke, 
and Patricia Bell-Casey
Varscona Theatre (10329 83 avenue)
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If Six Feet Under were on stage, 
it might play out a bit like Three 
Viewings: taking place in the lounge 
of a funeral home, Three Viewings 
presents three interrelated mono-
logues, each spoken by a different 
resident of the same small town.

Patricia Casey plays Virginia, a 
woman in her ’60s contending not 
only with her recent widowhood, 
but also with finding identity in the  

community now that her prominent 
husband has passed on.

“There are huge issues discovered that 
run completely contrary to her beliefs in 
what her life has been and would be 
from this point on,” Casey says of her 
character’s situation. “She not only has 
to find out who she is without him, but 
she has to find out who she is, period. 
A lot of what she thought was reliable 
isn’t.”

According to Casey, Virginia’s situ-
ation is one that many women prob-
ably experienced at one time.

“[There was] that kind of genera-
tion of women who married young 
and then had protective, productive 
husbands who didn’t necessarily 
share all of the financial informa-
tion. [The men] kind of took pride 
in having their wives be socially 
prominent and well-cared for, but 
without being partners in the kind 
of sense that we think of in modern 
marriage, where everybody’s in on 
everything.”

While Casey points out that this sort 
of dynamic is certainly changing, she 
also remembers one woman who, 
after becoming widowed ten years 
ago, didn’t even know how to write a 
cheque.

Virginia isn’t the only charac-
ter who makes a realization in this 
funeral home. The other char-
acters also discover and reveal 
secrets, whether those pertain to  

relationships or deal-making. Within 
the play’s structure, where charac-
ters perform monologues directly to 
the audience, the direct connection 
between performer and audience 
allows them to speak more hon-
estly than they might around other  
characters. 

“Maybe [a monologue] is the 
straightest path to the core,” Casey 
suggests. 

Many playwrights will usually set 
up a pretext to explain why a charac-
ter is delivering a monologue; Three 
Viewings, Casey explains, lacks such 
a pretext. Rather, this play simply 
presents three characters who are 
directing their comments to the audi-
ence. This sort of dynamic allows the 
audience members to be active par-
ticipants in the story. Casey empha-
sizes that she likes plays that require 
the audience to be smart and to get 
involved.

“We’re all kinda in this room 
together, and we’re having a chat,” she 

says of the characters and the audi-
ence. “People can be very active in 
what they bring from their own lives 
and their own beliefs.”

Comparing this structure to a 
first-person narrative in a novel, 
she also points out that the audi-
ence will hear only that particu-
lar character’s point of view about 
his or her life. In Three Viewings, 
all the characters are experienc-
ing an important event, allowing 
their true personalities to reveal  
themselves.

“At intensely important times like 
death, people kinda revert to what 
they are at their core. I guess when 
we’re rubbed that raw, we might say 
things that, normally, we’d swal-
low. I guess it’s like being drunk at 
Christmas,” she laughs. 

“If we catch people at important 
moments in their lives, we may really 
get a different insight than if we just 
follow them to the grocery store on 
Tuesday.”  
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“I guess when we’re 
rubbed that raw, we 
might say things 
that, normally, we’d 
swallow. I guess it’s 
like being drunk at 
Christmas.”

PaTricia Bell-casey 
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Shadow Theatre offers once, twice, three times a Viewing
In Three Viewings, a trio of interconnecting monologues—told without a fourth wall—lets audiences in on each character’s secrets


