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RYAN HEiSE
Deputy News Editor

Unlike the other six individuals 
taking part in the Prime Ministers 
Conversation series as part of the 
University’s centennial, Joe Clark, 
Canada’s 16th PM, has his roots firmly 
planted in this institution.

Having received his bachelor of 
arts at the U of A in 1960 and later 
a master’s in political science, Clark 
took in the sights of campus yesterday 
afternoon—often referring to them as 
his “old stomping grounds”—before 
taking the stage at the Myer Horowitz 
to engage in conversation with U 
of A Board of Governors Chair Jim 
Edwards.

His first stop was at St Joseph’s 
College, where he was a resident in 
1957/58. He addressed the current 

staff and residents briefly, lamenting 
the quality of food in his time, but 
noted that it was one of his most for-
mative years at the University, despite 
applying late to the residence.

“I spent my first few weeks here in 
a broom closet—which was bigger 
than my later room here,” Clark 
joked.

Afterwards, he made his way to the 
Gateway offices, where Clark served 
as Editor-in-Chief during the paper’s 
1959/60 publishing year. Much like 
his time at St Joe’s, he explained how 
important his years working in the 
student press were to him.

However, all was not perfect 
throughout Clark’s extracurriculars.

“I don’t know if I can tell the 
President this, but I almost didn’t sur-
vive [the U of A],” he said with hint of 
mischievous trepidation early during 

his talk at the Horowitz.
“There was a very active move-

ment for absolutely no cause to 
expel me. The Gateway published 
a gag edition—a pretty good gag 
edition, I thought, but that view 
was not universally held,” Clark 
explained, adding that the paper had 
poked fun of then-Alberta premier 
Ernest Manning, riling up University 
administration.

“[My expulsion] nearly happened, 
except I was defended by the then-
dean of the Law school [...] who vig-
orously argued against my dismissal,” 
he said. “I went to thank him for his 
stance on principle and defending 
freedom of the press, and he looked 
up at me and said, ‘Young man, I 
attended this university with your 
mother. And she deserves better.’ ”

NAtAliE climENHAgA
Senior News Editor

Effective 1 July, 2008, the University 
of Alberta will no longer accept credit 
cards as a method of payment for 
tuition fees.

According to U of A Vice-President 
(Finance & Administration) Phyllis 
Clark, the decision was made in order 
to save the University an estimated 
$1.3 million in annual transaction fees. 
However, student leaders have stopped 
short of applauding the move.

“The University’s spin on this 
issue is terrible,” declared Students’ 
Union President Michael Janz. “It’s an 
extremely bad idea.”

However, Clark stressed that using 
tuition dollars to pay bank fees isn’t an 
efficient use of money. The $1.3 mil-
lion, she explained, accounts for about 
a third of a percent of the institution’s 
budget.

“Based on that, we just thought it 
was completely more effective to say 
no credit card payments—let’s put the 
money that we were putting to banks 
into the classroom.”

But because the University doesn’t 
specifically earmark any money in its 
budget, student leaders are skeptical 
that this money will actually transfer 
to enhancing the student experience.

“If you’re going to say [that the 
money will transfer back to students], 
then make sure that you have a project, 
something that you can name, because 
we can’t get behind this in any way 
if you’re not going to actually prove 
that this is going back to students,” 
said Graduate Students’ Association 
President Julie Charchun.

An estimated 18 000 students—or 
50 per cent of the student body—pay 
at least part of their tuition by credit 
card, Janz said. As such, he questioned 
whether the projected savings offset 
the inconvenience that this might 
create for those students.

“It doesn’t make sense to us, and it 

doesn’t make sense from a PR perspec-
tive,” Janz said. “They’re risking piss-
ing off a lot of people for very small 
pennies.”

Students will now have to resort to 
alternative payment options, such as 
Internet banking, telephone banking, 
online or in-person debit card trans-
actions, cheques, bank drafts, money 
orders, international wire payments, 
or cash. However, application fees will 
remain payable by credit card.

Clark noted that peer institutions 
such as the University of Toronto and 
the University of British Columbia 
have already stopped accepting credit 
cards for credit-based tuition pay-
ments. She also stressed that while 
the University may not specifically tag 
dollars in its budget, investing in the 
classroom is always paramount.

“To say is it specifically earmarked, 
no it isn’t. But we do have a cascade of 
things that we think are more impor-
tant, and yes, classroom investment, 
including the faculty that teach in 
those classrooms, is top of the list,” 
Clark said.

Students who rely on lines of credit 
to pay their tuition shouldn’t be nega-
tively affected by this change, Clark 
said. But Charchun pointed to the 
fact that when many students pay by 
credit cards, it’s because they may not 
have the money in the bank right up 
front.

“It’s more than a convenience issue 
for people. People are using their 
credit cards, making that tuition 
payment on time, and then taking 
that extra month or so to be able to 
pay off their credit card,” Charchun 
explained, noting that many of these 
students do so because they are unable 
to get better loans.

It’s still unclear how this change 
might be communicated to interna-
tional students—specifically those 
who don’t have Canadian bank 
accounts—but Janz said the idea of 
brokering a deal with financial service 
companies such as Money Mart has 
been suggested.

Both Janz and Charchun expressed 
disappointment at the lack of con-
sultation that took place between the 
Administration and student leaders.

“The University did no consulta-
tion with these students on how this 
should take place,” Janz said.

“They didn’t officially give us the 
heads up on [the notice that went 
out]. I was still under the impression 
that there was some room to negotiate 
this,” Charchun added.
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NO SLOUCHING Joe Clark (left) talks about about his time at the U of A with Board of Governors Chair Jim Edwards.

University to stop 
accepting credit 
cards for tuition

Former PM Joe Clark returns to help 
celebrate his alma mater’s centenary

“It doesn’t make sense 
to us, and it doesn’t 
make sense from a PR 
perspective. They’re 
risking pissing off a lot 
of people for very small 
pennies.”
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