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As you may be aware, the Roman Catholic and Anglican churches have rescheduled this year’s  
St Patrick’s Day to 15 March in order to comply with the prohibition on Saints’ Days. 

If you could reschedule any holiday, which one would you  
reschedule and why?

STREETERS

Bobby 
Buchkowsky
Arts III

“Saturday’s my birthday, so I’d move 
Easter to the next weekend because 
Saints’ Days can’t [take place during 
Holy Week].” [So you’re a saint?] “Yeah.”  
[What are you the patron saint of?] 
“Cute blonds ... cute blond boys.” [I don’t 
think the Roman Catholics like that sort 
of thing.] “I think some of the priests do.”

“I would put New Year’s in summer just 
because it’s so cold outside. Everybody’s 
getting drunk, and you don’t want to be 
outside. And there’s fireworks, and it’s 
cold outside; you want to do that when 
it’s warm. I think you should do it right in 
the middle of summer. July 19th.”

“I’d probably change New Year’s. I’d put 
it in the summer, so there could be more 
parties when it’s nice out.”

“I don’t think I’d reschedule any holiday. 
Maybe I’d put Christmas in the summer 
when it’s hot out so everyone could have 
a better time. But there’s something 
about Christmas and snow. And then 
there’s Christmas break ... yeah, I’m going 
to have to stick with my original answer.”

Aksana Vukolava
Nursing I

Adam Rosenke
Education IV

Courney Smith
Arts I
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Combining folk songs with an enthu-
siastic love of wildlife, John Acorn 
brought the wonders of the outdoors 
up close and personal for children in 
the mid ’90s with his television pro-
gram Acorn the Nature Nut.

But the show is just one of the 
many ways the University of Alberta 
renewable resources lecturer has pro-
moted an understanding of the natu-
ral sciences. He has also published 
countless books about the birds and 
insects of the province.

Now being added to Acorn’s long 
list of decorations, which includes 
two Gemini nominations, is the 
Michael Smith Award for Science 
Promotion, which is awarded annu-
ally by the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council of 
Canada to an individual for publiciz-
ing science.

“The most valuable aspect of [sci-
ence promotion] is reminding non-
scientists of how scientists think,” 
Acorn says. 

“They are honestly trying their 
very hardest to figure out how the 
world works.

“I just think science is so much 
fun. It’s not easy at all. It’s really hard, 
but it’s also really wonderful to talk 
about,” he adds.

Acorn recalls his fervour for local 
wildlife at a very young age.

“I got interested in insects when I 
was five years old,” he says. “I went 
down to the Edmonton Public Library, 

and one of the books my parents got 
me was about bugs. That just got me 
cranked.

“The next year, my dad brought 
me here to campus to the entomol-
ogy department. They showed me 
some bugs, and I’ve been hanging 
out here ever since.”

With that dedication, Acorn even-
tually earned his undergraduate 
degree in zoology before gaining his 
graduate degree in entomology, both 
from the U of A.

He credits his parents for support-
ing his passion, an approach he has 
adopted for his own young sons.

“I was able to develop my own 
interests, my parents saying, 
‘Whatever it is you want to do, we’ll 
support you and help you out with 
it,’  ” he explains. “That’s how I feel 
about my kids. Whatever they want 
to do, I’ll help them.”

Acorn began his TV career working 
on a documentary for the Canadian-
Chinese Dinosaur Project as their 
science advisor. The local producers 
he met gave him the opportunity to 
make a pilot of his own show.

“It took two and a half years to sell 
the idea to a broadcaster after we got 
the pilot together,” he explains.

“My idea was, ‘Let’s look at the 
kind of nature that anyone can go 
out and see.’ We don’t have to go way 
out in the exotic Natural Geographic 
locations.”

Between 1994 and 2001, 88 epi-
sodes were produced. 

At the moment, Acorn teaches 
three classes, including one on  

environmental interpretation, where 
students learn to lead nature walks 
and design exhibits.

“It’s so different doing television 
or writing books or giving public 
lectures than it is lecturing at the 
University,” he explains. “We are 
really quite constrained here because 
of our need to grade students. You 
have to slow down. It can be a drag.”

Acorn says teaching at a university 

is great, but believes personal links 
are what truly make it effective.

“Every instructor should take 
some of their lecture time to just 
speak freely and try to be inspiring 
if they can, or to share some of their 
personal thoughts and feelings about 
the subject,” Acorn says. “Because it’s 
that human connection that really 
makes it work, even if you don’t put 
it on the exam.”
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NATURE NUT John Acorn was recognized for his work in publicizing science.

U of A lecturer honoured for promotion of science
From hosting a TV show to engaging students about nature, John Acorn shares his love of the outdoors 


