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RIDING THE RAILS University of Alberta students have embraced the U-Pass during its first year.

Introduction of U-Pass increased
ridership, reduced CO2 emissions
U-Pass Continued From Page 1

Dykstra explained that ridership during the
2007/08 school year has increased by roughly
30 per cent among U of A and Grant MacEwan
students, and that this has resulted in keeping
approximately 610 metric tons of carbon dioxide out of the air—assuming those riders would
have driven themselves.
The current U-Pass contract is in effect for the
next two years, with a price increase based on
Alberta’s inflation each year. This will work out
to roughly five per cent during each year.
While very pleased with the outcome of this
first run, Janz explained that there’s still work to
be done to ensure that the U-Pass stays beneficial
to students in the future.
“The future success of the program depends
on a few things,” he said. “One, to continue
to push for adequate service from the City and
from ETS. Two, ensuring that the price of the
U-Pass remains a solid deal because the significance of the cost savings for the students has
made it a more affordable option for many
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riders. And three, making sure that the the partnership we have between Info Link and with
the University in the distribution continues to
run smoothly.”
Janz also noted that another problem students
may face is that the U-Pass isn’t in effect during
the summer months, expiring at the end of April.
If students are caught riding with an expired
pass, they may face a fine of $110. The fines also
applied during the changeover from the fall
semester to the winter, and Janz explained that
only a handful of students were were unaware
that they needed to pick up a new pass.
With such a small number of problems on such
a large project, Dykstra attributes the U-Pass’ success to the solid partnerships with all of the parties involved in its rollout.
“This is a partnership, and it’s a really good
one,” Dykstra said. “We’ve got Strathcona, St
Albert, Edmonton, the U of A and MacEwan,
the U of A SU and GSA, and we’re all working
together. It’s just a really good working relationship, and it’s really nice to be a part of.”
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